Molecular events during maturation of the immune response to oxazolone.
Sequence analysis of the heavy- and light-chain messenger RNA of hybridomas immunized with a specific hapten yields important clues about the interplay between genetic and selective events during the onset and maturation of the immune response. The maturation of the primary response to the hapten 2-phenyl-5-oxazolone is characterized by a drift to higher-affinity somatic variants of a germline-encoded basic sequence, whereas hybridomas from the secondary response demonstrate a further maturation dominated by a shift to alternative germline combinations.